
F&B NEWSLETTER 
Autumn Term: Monday 4th December 2023 

This week is week 1 of the dinner menu 

Dear Parents and Carers.  
Thank you to everyone who has supported, attended or contributed to the many events we have held 
this term so far. From trips, visitors, shows to parent workshops: we strive to ensure our school, 
curriculum and wider offer is personalised to our pupils. Pupils overall attendance this term has been 
positive and we thank you for on going communication. Please remember if you have any challenges to 
let us know so we can offer support or be aware.  Our curriculum for all pupils is personalised and 
individualised, with adaptations made to ensure all pupils are supported to succeed: knowing more and 
remembering more, preparing them for their next chapter.  
Please click here to explore our updated wider pastoral offer. 
 

Being part of the local community and offering support to our local community is very important at 
F&B. We have therefore decided to support Home Instead's 'Be a Santa to a Senior' initiative. The aim of 
their annual 'Be a Santa to a Senior' initiative is to spread Christmas cheer to those seniors in the 
community who might be lonely, vulnerable, suffer physical and emotional ill health or suffer hardship in 
some way.  We emphasise that they do not expect expensive items but gifts like a box of chocolates, a 
pair of gloves, puzzle books, toiletries, a scarf, anything a senior may like. They don’t accept alcohol as 

they don’t want to be responsible for any mishaps.  

Gifts can be brought in unwrapped or wrapped (if wrapped please state on tag 
if they are for female/male/unisex) 

Please can your gift(s) be brought into your child's classroom from today. The 
last morning to send them in will be Friday 8th December, when a member of 
the Home Instead team will join our assembly to tell the children about the 
initiative and collect all the gifts brought in to take to their head quarters.  

F&B staff will donate gifts too and we'll take a photo of everything brought in 
to share with you in the newsletter following the 8th of December. 

We are pleased to announce the launch of the “Support for Dads” webpage containing a wealth of 
information and details of where to go for advice, guidance and support aimed at dads, stepdads and 
male carers. Please promote to your networks and channels using the link and QR code below and by 
displaying the attached poster in public areas, where applicable. 

We would like to keep a log of the communications, so can we ask you to please 
email teresa.meehan@hertfordshire.gov.uk with brief details of how you will be promoting the 
page. Live link: www.hertfordshire.gov.uk/familiesfirstdads 

Teresa Meehan 

Development Officer  Children’s Services,  Hertfordshire County Council    

To find out more about our parent workshops@ sharing information to help keep families informed about how 

the school provides an exciting, ambitious and unique early education for all.  Please click here 

Remember to click the icon in the top right of each video to see other videos in that play list. 

Envision:  
The school is part of a local 22 school organisation: Envision. Schools challenge, champion and provide 
peer reviews for each other, developing and enhancing practise across the local area. This provides our 
school with external challenge, focus and support: further strengthening our commitment to providing an 
exciting, ambitious and unique early education for all. It also enables staff and subject leaders an oppor-
tunity to share best practise and deepen their professional development.  

https://www.fandb.herts.sch.uk/page/?title=Pastoral+Offer&pid=82
mailto:teresa.meehan@hertfordshire.gov.uk
http://www.hertfordshire.gov.uk/familiesfirstdads
https://www.fandb.herts.sch.uk/page/?title=Parent+Workshops&pid=52


Religious Education & Worldviews  

RE Quality Mark 

This year we are working towards the RE Quality 
Mark, as a way of evaluating our RE curriculum & 

the opportunities we   offer. We hope to have this 
completed by the Summer Term. 

Great St Mary’s  

For Harvest Festival 
this year, Year 2   visit-

ed Great St Mary’s 
Church to take part in a 

small service. Father 
Simon organised a scav-
enger hunt around the 
church for the      chil-
dren, and the  children 

performed ‘Big Red 
Combine Harvester’ us-

ing sign language.  

Pupil Voice… What we think! 

Worldviews 

In September 2023 a new syllabus for RE learning 
was launched across Hertfordshire. This has a 

much greater focus on the term ‘Worldviews’ and is 
something we are          introducing across school. 

This is simply     highlighting that in RE learning we 
do not solely focus on specific religions, but on 

understanding the views of everyone around the 
world. These views may be both religious or non 

religious.  

Curriculum  

While lots of subjects have schemes of work that 
you can follow, this is a little trickier for RE. 

Therefore Mrs Jones has been   working with the 
KS1 teachers and as a      result we have devel-
oped our very own RE Scheme of work, based on 

the needs of our F&B Pupils.  

Did you know... 

Mrs Jones (INCo) is our Religious Education & 
Worldviews Subject Leader for this year.  

You can find out everything you need to know on 
the RE section of our website, here.  

Q: What do you learn about in RE? 

We learn about other Religions—they don’t all 
have the same rules (Rose).  

Q: What do you learn about other people’s be-
liefs in RE? 

We learn about what others think and see what we 
feel about this (Lili). 

Q: How does RE help you to learn about people 
around the world? 

I learnt people go to different places and temples 
to pray (Summer). 

Q: Anything else? 

I believe if you treat people right you will be 
treated right. My mummy said treat people how 

you want to be treated (Zen).  

Lanterns 

 Thanks to the wonderful support from      Miss 
Ancient, the whole school contributed        lan-

terns to Great St Mary’s as part of the     lantern 
display that took part during the      Sawbridge-

worth Light Switch On 2023.  

https://fawbertandbarnard.ovw8.juniperwebsites.co.uk/page/?title=Religious+Education&pid=36




Keeping Children Safe Online! 

We know the importance of keeping children 
safe online but equally know that pupils can 
often know more then adults.  
 
We have secured two dates where the 
NSPCC will be presenting via Zoom an 

online session to help share some idea, tips and guidance. This is to enhance the summer 
terms offer of the Two Johns. The Two sessions can be accessed by clicking on the below 
dates. They shall be sent to everyone the morning of the event so that you can find it easily.  

 Wednesday 6 December 6-7pm 
 
Some facts to share which shows that if devices are not protected and adults aware of 
how they are being used allows the potential of risk to seep into the child’s life:  
 

 17% per 3-4 year olds have their own or free access to a mobile. Of them a quarter of three-
to-four-year-olds who have their own mobile phone use WhatsApp 

 Children aged three to seven typically use WhatsApp and FaceTime for sending messages 
or making calls 

 The majority of eight-to-eleven-year-olds have profiles on TikTok, followed by WhatsApp, 
YouTube and Snapchat. All of which are apps with user age ratings of 13 or 16 in the case of 
WhatsApp.  

 By 11 to 12 years old, 97 per cent of children have their own social media profile, with almost 
universal rates of mobile phone ownership as children transition to secondary school. 

 

Forest School 

This week the forest school made bird nests, worked as a group to make a fishing 

boat , and explored the ice on the pond.  

https://us06web.zoom.us/j/82927173226?pwd=zxCusYuAQAY7YYFbtpaz829jSA1Hhx.1


Lanterns 

We are so proud of the pupils contributions to the beautiful ‘Turning on of the lights.’. We would like to 

say many thanks for your support again this year with the lanterns - they looked absolutely spectacular 

in the church and people were queuing out the door to see them!  It was wonderful to hear the chil-

dren so excited to find their creations!  



Donations 

 

Foodbank Christmas 2023 donations required.  

Baby/ Self-care items 

Baby supplies i.e., nappies, baby wipes, baby food, Toiletries i.e., deodorant, toilet paper, shower gel, 

shampoo, soap, toothbrushes/ toothpaste, hand wipes, Feminine products i.e., sanitary towels, 

tampons 

Food items 

Biscuits 

Baked beans 

tinned spaghetti 

Cereal 

Chocolate treats 

Crisps 

Fruit squash 

Jams/spreads 

Long life juices/milk 

Pasta/rice 

Pasta sauce 

Soups 

Sponge Puddings 

Tea/coffee/sugar 

Tinned meat/fish 

Tinned vegetables 

fruit 

If you can donate any of 

the items below please 

take to Fawbert and 

Barnard school 

(Sawbridgeworth) 

reception and place in the 

donations box. I (Laura 

Todd) will then deliver 

donations to Michael King 

of Greater Anglia, so 

please hand in by 10th 

December 2023. 

Alternatively you can take 

directly to Harlow Town or 

Sawbridgeworth train station 

(opening times for 

Sawbridgeworth Station- Mon to 

Sat 06.00 to 14.00, Sun 08.00 

to 17.00) or Bishops Stortford 

station. 

Thank you so much  



Dexter the  Bear 

 
It was lovely to have Dexter Bear stay with us for the weekend.  

Dexter helped Erica draw some lovely pictures, then settled down to have a cuddle with 
Erica's puppy 'Ozzy'. Lots of snuggles. 

Then Dexter helped Erica make some yummy jam tarts. Dexter enjoyed them lots, 
yummy!!! 

It was lovely to have you stay with us Dexter.  



Secret Reader 

 

 

“Hedgehog class were very 

well behaved listening to 

The Highway Rat. Lots of 

smiling faces and a story 

they clearly loved. Such a 

great initiative to involve 

us with our children’s 

classes” 

Bruce N  

 

“I was very lucky to read to 

both Panda and Kangaroo 

class today! They all joined in 

with the book; I think it was 

enjoyed by all!” 

  

Caroline S 

 

 

 

“What a lovely experience! 

The children were very 

quiet and listened well. 

Thank you for having me” 

  

Lucy P 

 

“It was so lovely to read to 

Hedgehog class today. They 

were so well behaved and 

listened intently”. 

  

Juliet G 

 

 English Focus on Oracy: Poetry and rhymes 

  
‘The Eagle’ by Alfred Lord Tennyson 
He clasps the crag with crooked hands; 

Close to the sun in lonely lands, 
Ring'd with the azure world, he stands. 

 
The wrinkled sea beneath him crawls; 
He watches from his mountain walls, 

And like a thunderbolt he falls. 
 

We are going to carry our poems on for two weeks to allow the children time to practice reciting it. This fortnight’s poem was chosen 

by our English Link Governor, Zoe Russell. We would like to encourage you to share this at home too. If your child is particularly keen, 

they may want to practise and recite it to me in school! Any pupil who chooses to do this will receive a special sticker. 

Mrs Brooker (English Subject Lead) 

  



October Half Term – 23th – 27th October 

30th October Year 1 Special Event: Planetarium 

1st November New Reception and Year 3 parent County Council applications open 

2nd November School Council: Houses of Parliament Trip. 

2nd November Reception Screening for pupils born September to March 

3rd November PTA: Break the Rules Day 

8th November Inclusion Workshop: Q&A with a Speech and Language Therapist @ 10:45 

10th  November 
Joint Reedings and F&B Memorial Event for Year 2. 

Year 1 and R to be held at F&B 

13th November Lantern Material Request to parents for Church 

13th November Joint Event: Reedings and F&B Friendship week 

14th November Reception Special Visitors: Owl Visit 

15th November Optional Flu Jabs –PM 

15th November Set 1 Sounds: Read Write Inc. Phonic Parents Workshop Online book on ARBOR @19:30 

16th November Year 2 Allsorts Trip 

17th November Children In Need and Cake sale: Email to follow 

20th November Geography week 

24th November Lanterns to be displayed at St Mary’s church or taken home  

27th November Parent Workshop  2: Speech, Language & Communication  bookable on ARBOR 

1st December Non-Pupil Day—school closed 

4th December External Panto coming to F&B 

7th December Christmas Performance – EYFS Tots allowed at 09:30 

7th December Year 2: to visit Reedings to see Christmas Show 

7th December Inclusion Drop Ins & Parent / Governor Social 14:00 to 15:00– Hall in use. 

8th December Christmas Performance – Year 1 and 2 Tots allowed at 09:30 

11th December Christmas Performance – EYFS no tots at 09:30 

11th December Year 2 Allsorts Trip 

12th December Christmas Performance – EYFS no tots at 14:00 

13th December Christmas Dinner and Festive Jumper Day 

13th December Set 2 and 3 Sounds: Read Write Inc. Phonic Parents Workshop Online book on ARBOR @19:30 

14th December Christmas Performance – Year 1 and 2 no tots at 14:00 

15th December Christmas Performance – Year 1 and 2 no tots at 14:00 

18th December RockSteady and School Choir Concert – Year 1 and 2 

19th December Special Christmas Visitor!  

20th December Christmas Donkey Visit for all pupils 

20th December School ends at 14:00 

Christmas Holidays 21nd to 3rd January 









Term Dates 2023/2024 

Please click the link here: to find this years academic dates 

chrome-extension://efaidnbmnnnibpcajpcglclefindmkaj/https:/www.fandb.herts.sch.uk/attachments/download.asp?file=13&type=pdf
chrome-extension://efaidnbmnnnibpcajpcglclefindmkaj/https:/www.fandb.herts.sch.uk/attachments/download.asp?file=13&type=pdf

